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Wounded reservists
decry poor health care

Congress told of treatment opportunities delayed, denied rages

| Left: From left, Tech. Sgt. Joseph
Vazquez and Staff Sgts. Roy Chavez
and Roy de Guzman, all with the
374th Security Forces Squadron/
combat arms section, Yokota Air
Base, Japan, conduct rapid-reload
and dry-fire training at the small-arms
firing range at the base. The training
helps increase airmen’s ability to
reload their weapons under pressure.
Above: Vazquez, the section chief,
ssssss M68 close combat optics
during traing at the small-arms firing
range at Yokota Air Base. The M68 is
i
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R.I. nightclub fire: The families of
four nightclub employees killed in the
2003 West Warwick, R.L, fire are ask-
ing a judge to order the club’s owners
to pay death benefits and lost wages.
Jeffrey and Michael Derderian, owners of
The Station nightclub, did not have workers’
compensation insurance when their club
burned to the ground.
The Station fire, sparked by a rock band’s
pyrotechnics, killed 100 people and injured
more than 200 others on Feb. 20, 2003.

Hunting bin Laden claim: A man who told
authorities in Detroit that he was headed to
Syria to try to collect a $25 million bounty
on Osama bin Laden faces charges of at-
tempting to smuggle more than $13,000, a
Taser stun device, ammunition and radia-
tion detectors.

Mihsen was indicted on charges of mak-
ing false statements to federal investigators,
trying to smuggle bulk cash out of the Unit-
ed States and attempting to export money
and goods to Syria without a permit.

Secret Bush tapes: Tapes of President
Bush that were secretly recorded by an old
friend and released to the media now are in
the possession of the president’s private at-
torney, the White House said Tuesday.

Doug Wead allowed journalists to hear
and broadcast the tapes as he promoted his
new book on presidential parents. But he
said last week he had regrets about that and
was turning the tapes over to Bush and giv-
ing the proceeds from his book to charity.

World

Pope’s health: Pope John Paul II is “pro-
gressively improving” and following church
activities daily, the Vatican said Thursday,
suggesting he might be released from the
hospital in time for Easter celebrations on
March 27.

Papal spokesman Joaquin Navarro-Valls
said the wound on John Paul’s throat after
surgery to insert a breathing tube was heal-
ing.

‘World Bank leadership: World Bank Pres-
ident James Wolfensohn said Thursday that
U.S. Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wol-
fowitz was no longer in the running to head
the Washington-based international finan-
cial institution.

The New York Times reported early this
week that Wolfowitz was under serious con-
sideration to become the next president of
the World Bank, which will be open when

Pakistan gang rape: Mukhtar Mai, victim of a gang rape, sheds tears Thursday after a

court's decision in Multan, Paki

an, that overturned the convi

ion of a village elder and

four other men. The men had been sentenced to death for allegedly ordering the rape as

punishment for her brother’s i

sex with a woman from another famil

. A sixth man’s

death sentence was reduced to life in prison, said Ramzan Joya, Mai's lawyer.

Wolfensohn leaves June 1 after two

five-year terms.

Space station supplies: A Russian cargo
ship carrying food, equipment and other
supplies docked successfully with the inter-
national space station Wednesday, an offi-
cial said.

The unmanned Progress M-52 spacecraft
had lifted from the Russian-leased
Baikonur cosmodrome in Kazakhstan on
Monday, carrying about 2.75 tons of food,
water, fuel and research equipment for Rus-
sian cosmonaut Salizhan Sharipov and U.S.
astronaut Leroy Chiao.

Charges against al-Zarqawi: Jordan
charged Iraq insurgency leader Abu-Musab
al-Zargawi and another Jordanian militant
Wednesday with carrying out an August
2003 attack on its Baghdad embassy that
killed 18 people.

Both al-Zarqawi and Muammar Ahmed
Yousef al-Jaghbeer have already been con-
victed and sentenced to death in Jordan for
other terror attacks.

North Korea nuclear dispute: North
Korea should present any new demands it
has for abandoning its nuclear weapons pro-

gram but only within the framework of the
stalled six-party talks, the top U.S. negotia-
tor for those talks said Thursday.

“Iwould say we are very much ready” for
the talks, media reports quoted U.S. Ambas-
sador to South Korea Christopher Hill as
saying at an Asian Leadership Conference
discussion panel in Seoul. “But the question
is, do they really want to stay out of the only
process which is going forward and build a
nuclear program that really has no use?”

Hill repeated the long-standing statement
that the United States has “absolutely no in-
tention” of invading North Korea.

The North repeatedly has claimed it devel-
oped nuclear weapons only as a “deterrent
force” against U.S. aggression.

War on terrorism

Daniel Pearl slaying: A court in Pakistan
on Thursday turned over an Islamic mili-
tant for police questioning over the killing of
Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel Pearl
and two failed assassination attempts
against President Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
police said.

The suspect, Mohammed Sohail, was ar-
rested in Karachi on Wednesday after a
shootout with police.

Stories and photo from staff and wire reports

For home delivery, call DSN
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Navy, AF plan more construction on Guam

BY JULIANA GITTLER
Stars and Stripes

President Bush’s recently drafted de-
fense budget for fiscal 2006, which begins
in October, included a number of Navy
and Air Force construction projects to con-
tinue a building trend at the Air Force and
Navy bases on Guam.

Pacific Air Forces Commander Gen.
Paul V. Hester told Stars and Stripes last
Saturday that Guam has been “for nearly
three decades or so in a semi-caretaker sta-
tus. ... Now, we are planning for some per-
manency.”

U.S. forces continue moving personnel
and equipment to the U.S. territory, includ-

ing several submarines and possibly an air-
craft carrier.

In fiscal 2004, construction began on a
number of projects, including renovation
of the first of several Navy wharfs. Those
projects, as well as several quality-of-life
improvements, continue this year, includ-
ing a new Department of Defense Depen-
dents Schools high school at U.S. Naval
Base Guam and an Army and Air Force
Exchange Service complex at Andersen
Air Force Base.

The plans and anticipated spending for
fiscal 2006 are a long way from set in
stone, military leaders caution. Congress
must approve the budget before it goes
into effect.

Under the current plan, the new Navy
projects include:

W Upgrades and improvements to Alpha
and Bravo wharfs at Polaris Point, where
submarines are docked

M A new middle school and elementary
school on U.S. Naval Base Guam at Lock-
wood Housing. The new schools would
join the current middle and elementary
school at Apra Housing off base.

W A new hardened electrical system
across the base to guard against typhoon
damage.

Air Force officials could not provide a
list of their proposed projects by deadline.

The Navy projects for fiscal 2005, the
current year, include:

W Renovating the Fena Reservoir.

W Upgrading the waterfront, including
Kilo Wharf.

W Building a Navy training facility to
train mobile security squadrons.

Air Force 2005 projects include building
a storage facility at Andersen Air Force
Base and a new DODDS high school to be
built by Navy engineers.

The development is a boon for Guam res-
idents. Interior Department economists re-
port that military spending, along with
tourism, are the two main growth engines
for the island.

About 12,000 military personnel are sta-
tioned on Guam, home to 166,000 resi-
dents, according to a 2004 census report.
E-mail Juliana Gittler at: gittler@pstripes.osd.mil

Roughead
tapped to
lead Navy’s
Pacific Fleet

BY JON R. ANDERSON
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — Vice
Adm. Gary Roughead has been
given the nod to pin on a fourth
star and take over the Navy’s Pa-
cific Fleet at Pearl Harbor, Ha-
waii.

No stranger to the island,
Roughead is currently the deputy
commander of the U.S. Pacific
Command — Pacific Fleet’s joint
headquarters — in nearby Hono-
Tulu.

Nominat-
ed by the
WhneHouse

Thurs-

Y,
Roughead’s
new  assign-
mentis pend-

Roughead

from Adm. Walter Doran, who's
held the post since May 4, 2002.

The Pacific Fleet is one of the
Navy’s largest commands, respon-
sible for 191,000 sailors and Ma-
rines operating aboard 190 ships
and submarines, 1,400 aircraft
and bases scattered across 102
million square miles.

A 1973 Naval Academy gradu-
ate, Roughead rose up the ranks
as a surface warfare officer. Sea
commands have included the
guided-missile destroyer Barry
and the cruiser Port Royal, Cruis-
er Destroyer Group Two and the
George  Washington  Battle
Group. Most recently he led the
2nd Fleet in Norfolk, Va before
his latest assi Hawaii.

Scouts
turn golf
balls into
dimes

Find is lost treasure
for course at Atsugi

BY JULIANA GITTLER
Stars and Stripes

On a recent chilly morning,
about a dozen motivated Boy
Scouts scoured a hillside beyond
the Naval Air Facility Atsugi golf
course driving range and un-
earthed a gold mine: 15,848 golf
balls, for which they earned 10
cents a pop.

The three-hour scavenger
hunt last Saturday, conducted by
13 boys from Atsugi’s Troop 22
and the Latter Day Saints Troop
31 from nearby Sagami Depot

v post, earned the Scouts
about $1,600 in Morale, Welfare
and Recreation bucks and saved
the golf course $6,700.

“We didn’t think it'd be such a
big deal,” said Navy Lt. Russell
Hale, chaplain for the base chap-
el and the unit commissioner for
Atsugi’s two Scout groups, a Boy
Scout troop and Cub Scout pack.

“We always have a need to
pick up golf balls on the golf
course,” said Paul Hahn, golf
course manager. “It was a

-win-win. It saved the golf
course over $6,000. Now I don’t
have to go out and buy new golf
balls.”

The boys, ranging in age from
11 to 16, pulled many of the balls
from the dirt on a hill beyond the
net, past the driving range,
where balls disappear after
being launched by powerful hit-

DANIEL VOELLINGER/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

ir Facility Atsugi's Troop 22 Boy Scouts pose with thousands of golf balls they collected last Satur-

day. Morale, Welfare and Recreation paid 10 cents for each ball. After searching for three hours, the boys
from Atsugi and the Latter Day Saints Troop 31 from Sagami Depot collected almost 16,000 balls.

ters.

Hahn said sailors often spend
weeks at sea working out. They
return to Atsugi with strong
arms and powerful drives, propel-
ling balls beyond the range and
over the net into loose soil, which
is shrouded by shrubs and de-
bris. Balls could have been there
for a long time, he said.

“You just stick your hands into
the dirt and pull up six or seven
balls at a time, even if you didn’t
see any on the surface,” Hale
said.

The retrieved golf balls piled
up so quickly the golf course ran
out of space to contain them.
Staff started piling balls onto
trays.

“We ran out of trays. We start-

ed filling buckets,” Hale said.

The boys eventually collected
about 1,220 balls apiece.

“I was delightfully surprised,”
Hahn said. “We have a beautiful
inventory of balls for the sum-
mer.”

Plans for the project began last
November at the Annual Scout
Golf Tournament. Golf course
personnel suggested collecting
balls as a way to raise money for
the Scouts. They anticipated col-
lecting a few thousand at most.
The Scouts were offered 10
cents a ball, the industry stan-
dard. Hale didn't tell the boys
about the money at first. It was
geared to be community-rela-
tions project. But it didn’t take
money to motivate the Scouts, he

said.

“Being told to go dig in dirt
and roll around in the grass —
they loved it,” Hale said.

The money was a boon. The
Scouts can use it to buy starter
golf club sets and pay for les-
sons to sharpen their game. Or,
they could rent a bus to ferry
them to the Scout summer
camp planned this year at Misa-
wa Air Base in northern Japan.

The project was such a suc-
cess, and so many balls remain,
Hale and Hahn hope to repeat
the event next year.

“It's a good deal for every-
body,” Hahn said.
ail Juliana Gittler at:
gittlerj@pstripes.osd.mil

Also  announced Thursday,
Rear Adm. Barry M. Costello has
been nominated to take over 3rd
Fleet in San Diego, Calif. If ap-
proved by the Senate, he'll pin on
his third star and relieve Vice
Adm. Michael J. McCabe. Costel-
lo is the Navy’s chief of legislative
affairs at the Pentagon.

E-mail Jon R. Anderson at:
E ° t

Newsletter mailing stops

The U.S. Army public affairs office at the
Ronald Reagan Ballistic Missile Defense Test
Site on Kwajalein Atoll has ceased mailing
paper copies of its newsletter, the Kwajalein
Hourglass.

The mailing was stopped as part of cost-sav-
ing efforts, according to a release from the

The till can be read on-

line at: www.smdc.army.mil/kwaj/hourglass/
hourglass.html.

New commander at Misawa

NAVAL AIR FACILITY MISAWA, Japan
— Rear Adm. Arthur J. Johnson Jr. will re-
place Rear Adm. Kenneth W. Deutsch as com-
mander, Patrol and Reconnaissance Sth/7th
Fleet at NAF Misawa, the Defense Depart-
ment announced in a news release this week.

Johnson now is U.S. Pacific Command rep-
resentative, Guam/Commander, U.S. Naval
Base Guam.

Deutsch is being assigned as commander,
Patrol and Reconnaissance Group in Norfolk,
Va.

Rear Adm. Charles J. Leidig, commandant
of the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Md.,
has been tapped to replace Johnson on Guam.
From staff reports
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Study shows Army’s black enlistments drop

Number of African-American volunteers falls 41 percent since 2000

BY TOM PHILPOTT
Special to Stars and Stripes

he Army’s wartime recruiting challenge is aggra-

vated by a sharp drop in black enlistments over

the last four years, which internal Army and De-

fense Department polls trace to an unpopular war
in Iraq and concerns among blacks with Bush administra-
tion policies.

e Army is straining to meet recruiting goals in part be-
cause the number of black volunteers has fallen 41 per-
cent — from 23.5 percent of recruits in fiscal 2000 down
steadily to 13.9 percent in the first four months of fiscal
2005.

It’s alarming,” said Maj. Gen. Michael D. Rochelle, com-
manding general of the U.S. Army Recruiting Command
in Fort Knox, Ky.

No single factor explains the drop, Rochelle said, but
clearly the propensity of black youth to enlist is impacted
by the war and increasingly by views of parents, teachers,
coaches, clergy and other “influencers.”

“The influencers of these youth are causing them to be
less inclined to listen to what good the Army could do for
them in the long run,” said Rochelle, one of the Army’s
most senior black officers.

Officer recruiting is hit, too. Black enrollment in the
Army Reserve Officers’ Training Corps program is down
36 percent since 2001.

The Marine Corps also reports a drop in black recruits
but its racial data on recruits is now suspect due to a gov-
ernment policy, effective Jan. 1, 2003, that allows recruits
and all new federal workers to decline to identify their
race. The Army has found a way to continue to track accu-
rately its racial data, said S. Douglas Smith, spokesman for
the recruiting command.

Rep. Charles B. Rangel, a Democrat whose New York
City district includes Harlem, said he isn’t too surprised
by the Army recruiting data.

“I have not found a black person in support of this war
in my district,” he said. “The fact that every member of
the Congressional Black Caucus emotionally, politically
and vigorously opposes this war is an indication of what
black folks think throughout this country.”

Rangel also said there was “overwhelming disappoint-
ment” among blacks after Bush, in a disputed election, be-
came president in 2001, and the disappointment “plum-
meted after he declared war in Iraq.”

Results of the Defense Department’s own Youth and In-
fluencer Polls, conducted last May, affirm that administra-
tion policies and the Iraq war have lowered the propensity
of black youth to enlist, particularly in the Army and Ma-
rine Corps, the ground forces taking most of the casualties.

While the war reduced the likelihood of youth in general
to join the military, says the Youth Poli report, “Black
youth reported being more negatively affected ... . Black
youth were less supportive of U.S. troops’ presence in
Traq, less likely to feel the war was justified, more disap-
proving of the Bush administration’s handling of foreign af-
fairs and more disapproving of its use of U.S. military forc-
es than were whites or Hispanics.”

Black youth unemployment remains above 10 percent,
higher than for Hispanics and double that of whites.
Blacks also tend to view military pay as more attractive
than do other racial groups.

SHNS

PFC Garfield Thompson, left, and a colleague run for cover as an Abrams tank fires into the Kuwaiti desert during live fire
training on Jan. 31, 2003. There is a new urgency among soldiers of the U.S. Army’s 3rd Battalion, 15th Infantry Regi-
ment, Charlie Company, as it trains just south of the Iraqi border.

In years past, such factors enticed a disproportionate
number of African-American youth to see opportunity in
the Army. In some years since the draft ended in 1973, the
percentage of blacks among Army volunteers approached
30 percent.

In fiscal 2000, blacks still represented almost a quarter
of Army recruits. That percentage fell to 22.7 in 2001, 19.9
in ’02, 16.4 in ’03, 15.9 in ’04, and now to 13.9 percent
through four months of fiscal 2005. No such decline has
been seen among Hispanics or white recruits. Indeed,
their percentages among Army recruits grew during the
first Bush administration.

Because blacks are 14 percent of all recruit-age youth,
their recruiting numbers remain “acceptable,” said Roch-
elle, proportional to blacks in society. But the steep drop in
black recruits overall does hurt plans “to grow the Army,”
he conceded. Congress has ordered a 30,000 increase in
the number of active-duty soldiers by October 2007.

Rangel said many blacks still are enticed into service by
benefits and cash incentives, which are rising sharply.

“It has amazed me that, not withstanding the general
feeling of the community, they still have enlisted and
fought. When my [Guard and Reserve] outfits come home,
these guys get their medals and they’re proud. But when
T'm called up [to speak], they cheer and stomp their feet,
knowing that I fought against the war. It's inconsistent as
hell.”

‘Another Army-directed poll, the U.S. Military Image
Study, is posted on a Defense Contracting Command Web
site, likely by mistake. Based on interviews with 3,236
youth ages 16 to 24, this study says, “Recruiting an all-vol-
unteer Army in times of war is increasingly difficult.”

While money for college remains a major motivator to
enlist, the Iraq war leaves youth, particularly blacks, con-
flicted.

“More African-Americans identify having to fight for a
cause they don’t support as a barrier to military service,”
the study found.

Fear of being killed or injured was the top reason to
avoid service for 26 percent of youth in 2004, almost dou-
ble the 14 percent reported in 2000.

Army and Army Reserve miss February recruitment goal

*BY LISA BURGESS

Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — For the first time in
almost five years, the active-duty Army
missed its monthly recruiting goal in Feb-
ruary, a failure directly related to public
concerns about the ongoing wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan, an Army recruiting offi-
cial said.

The Army Reserve also missed its goals
in February, for the second month in a
Tow.

“People are watching the news,” said
Doug Smith, a spokesman for U.S. Army
Recruiting Command at Fort Knox in Ken-
tucky. “They know the risks of military ser-
vice in today’s environment.”

Army recruiters were told to bring 7,050
new soldiers into the fold in February.

Instead, the recruiters found only 5,114
people willing to join the active Army.

In the Army Reserve, the recruiting goal
for the month was 1,320, but only 990 new
reservists joined the service.

January’s recruiting goal for the Army
Reserve was also missed, marking the first
‘monthly shortfall for the component since
September 2003, Smith said.

Fort Knox does not keep recruiting statis-
tics for the Army National Guard. Recruit-
ing for the Guard is the responsibility of
each state component, which sets its own
goal numbers.

For the Army and Army Reserve, the
February shortfalls leave both components
short for the fiscal year, as well.

The Army’s goal for recruiting ac-
tive-duty soldiers for fiscal 200S, which
began on Oct. 1, is 80,000. By the end of
February, the component was supposed to
have recruited 27,362 of those soldiers. But
the Army missed that goal by 1,823 sol-
diers.

The goal for the Army Reserve is 22,175.
By the end of February, the component
was supposed to have recruited 5,587 of
those soldiers. But the Army Reserve
missed that goal by 643 soldiers.

Although Smith said Army officials are
“keeping a close eye” on the recruiting re-
sults for the year, he said recruiters still be-
lieve they can make up the shortfalls by
the end of the fiscal year, Sept. 30.

“Missing a month is not necessarily miss-
ing a year,” Smith said.

Nevertheless, “We knew it was going to
be a difficult year,” Smith said.

For the first time since 2001, the active
Army began fiscal 2005 with tar fewer re-
cruits in the Delayed Entry Program,
which allows newly joined members to
wait for up to a year before reporting for
boot camp.

Army recruiters prefer to begin the fis-
cal year with 25 to 35 percent of their new
yearly goal “banked” under the delayed
entry status, Smith said.

But as of Oct. 1, 2004, when the govern-
ment’s fiscal 2005 began, the Army only
had 18 percent of its 2005 goal total in the
program, he said.

E-mail Lisa Burgess at: burgessl@stripes.osd.mil
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Injured reservists decry
poor medical treatment

Military officials admit imbalance with active duty

BY LEO SHANE III
Stars and Stripes

‘WASHINGTON — Petty officer Anthony Cuomo
believes if he were an active-duty sailor, the Navy
would have already taken care of the shoulder inju-
ry he suffered while training in Iraq.

But instead the reservist, who joined after serving
as a New York City firefighter during the Sept. 11,
2001, attacks, said he has undergone 21 months of
confusion over his military status and rights, and is
still waiting for additional surgeries to repair torn
muscles.

“In my mind, there is one word for this: discrimi-
nation,” he said Wednesday, during testimony be-
fore a congressional panel investigating the treat-
ment of wounded troops.

Top military officials acknowledged at the hear-
ing that such health care inconsistencies do exist, de-
spite efforts to ensure equitable care for all those in-
Jjured in combat zones.

Cuomo praised the medical professionals who
have treated him — one doctor told him he was a

“sailor and a patient, not a reservist” — but said ad-
ministrators have delayed and denied treatments
for him.

At one point, he said, Navy officials classnﬁed his
debilitating shoulder and head pain as “minor” and
noncombat-related. His shoulder separation came
during a training exercise inside Iraq.

Members of Congress called that testimony upset-
ting.

“I'm disappointed that we’re back here again to
hear about the same problems that we’ve all worked
so hard to fix,” said Rep. John McHugh, R-N.Y.,
chairman of a House subcommittee on military per-
sonnel. “These reports are disturbing.”

ief Warrant Officer Stephen Keeton said after
initially receiving exemplary treatment overseas for
his injuries, he returned home to find discrepancies
how reservists were handled.

“I was really dismayed when an Army chaplain
boarded our bus full of wounded troops, and began
to ask if we were Reserve or active duty,” he said.
“If it was Guard or Reserve he passed them up, and
if it was an active-duty member he began to talk
with them.

“He said we would receive the care we needed
‘when we got to the destination station, but he was
there for the active-duty guys.”

Army Surgeon General Lt. Gen. Joseph Webb
said of the 21,000 Army guardsmen and reservists
injured in the war on terror, nearly 16,000 have fin-
ished their rehabilitation and nearly 10,000 have
been returned to duty.

“I don’t think there’s another system in the world
that could do that,” he said. “But improvements to
the seamless transition of care are still needed.”

The hearing also covered health care problems
not related to duty status. Senior Airman Anthony
Pizzifred, who lost his left leg to a land mine in Iraq,
said some medical centers he visited knew little
about prosthetics and other treatment for amputees.
E-mail Leo Shane at: shanel@stripes.osd.mil
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At the Landstuhl Regional Medical Center Fisher House in Germany,
Lisa Sallee, her husband Air Force Staff Sgt. Ricky Sallee and their
daughter, Brenna, unpack for their stay. “We have made supporting
sel

:emen and women wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan, and their

families, our No. 1 priority,” said Jim Weiskopf, Fisher House Founda-
tion spokesman, as the foundation looks to build new locations.

Fisher House looks
for new locations

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

As more troops return from war
zones needing long-term medical
care, the Fisher House Founda-
tion has shifted its focus on where
to build houses that accommodate
the wounded and their visiting
families, officials said.

“We have made supporting ser-
vice men and women wounded in
Iraq and Afghanistan, and lhelr
families, our No. 1
which includes building nsher
Houses at medical centers where
they’re going to be receiving their
long-term care,” said Jim Weisko-
pf, foundation spokesman.

‘The nonprofit foundation found-
ed in 1990 by philanthropists Za-
chary and Elizabeth Fisher origi-
nally built houses only at military
treatment facilities. Ten years
ago, it expanded and built its first
Department of Veterans Affairs
facility house in Albany, N.Y.
There now are six VA Fisher
Houses, and a seventh near com-
pletion.

“The change for us at the VA is

that the Fisher House Foundation
has committed to adding houses
at our facilities,” said Jill Man-
ske, director of social work servic-
es at the VA.

“We're beginning to see a lot of
casualties from Operation Iraqi
Freedom and Operation Enduring
Freedom being treated at our facil-
ities, patients who are still on ac-
tive duty, and their families are
coming from long distances and
need lodging,” Manske sald

isher House is “a home
away from home,” conceived to
give families a place to stay while
loved ones receive medical care.
They feature private bedrooms
and common kitchens, laundry fa-
cilites and dining and living
rooms, and normally are located
within walking distance of the
treatment center or have transpor-
tation available.

About 8,500 families a year stay
at the foundation’s 32 Fisher Hous-
es. Two of them are at the Landstu-
hl Regional Medical Center in Ger-
‘many, the sole location outside of
the United States.

E-mail Sandra Jontz at:
jontzs@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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U.S. troop deaths

A Gl patrols in Baghdad on Thursday. The number of U.S. military deaths in Iraq has topped 1,500.

February saw fewest

U.S. losses

BY LISA BURGESS

Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — February
was the best month U.S. forces in
Iraq have had in a while, with just
S8U.S. troops killed, the fewest in
a single month since last July,
when 54 died.

Still, the U.S. death toll in Iraq
surpassed 1,500 on Thursday,
even though violence has fallen to
pre-election levels, according to
defense officials.

“Iraq is still a very dangerous
place,” said Lt. Col. Barry Ven-
able. “There are still various
enemy forces that are deter-
mined to disrupt the Iraqi march
to independence.”

“That said,” Venable added, “it
appears the overall level of at-
tacks has gone down to the levels
they were prior to the pre-elec-
tion and election period.”

November, December and Jan-
uary were among the most dead-
ly months for U.S. troops since
the United States attacked Iraq in
March 2003.

Those three months represent-
ed an unusual spike, and were
“anomalies” rather than the lead-
ing edge of an upward trend, Ven-
able said.

“In November, there was [the
fight in] Fallujah, and December

nd January were the run-ups to
elections,” Venable said. “Then
on election day, [the insurgents]
threw everything they had at us.”

since July

US. troops were being at-
tacked with improvised explosive
devices, mortars and gunfire at a
rate upwards of 100 incidents per
day in the late months of 2004
and in January, a defense official
with knowledge of internal unit
records told Stars and Stripes.

Before that time, there were
about 50 attacks on coalition per-
sonnel each day, said the official,
who asked not to be named be-
cause he is not responsible for re-
leasing such data.

Now the attacks are back down
to about S0 per day, the official
said.

Moreover, “we’re finding that
the attacks against coalition forc-
es are less effective,” the official
said.

U.S. troops are growing particu-
larly adapt at locating IEDs “be-
fore they go boom,” the official
said, crediting “better training,
better [detection] equipment, and
better recognition” for that suc-
cess.

Insurgents are also continuing
to focus their most deadly at-
tacks against Iragis, particularly
the new Iraqi police and mili-
tary forces, which are still find-
ing their feet, Army Gen. John
Abizaid, head of U.S. forces in
the Middle East, told the House
Armed Services Committee on
‘Wednesday.

E-mail Lisa Burgess at:
burgessl@stripes.osd.mil

in Iraq surpass 1,500

BY TODD PITMAN
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — The number of U.S.
troops killed in Iraq has topped 1,500,
an Associated Press count showed
Thursday after the military an-
nounced the deaths of three Ameri-
cans, while car bombs targeting Iraqi
security forces killed at least four peo-
ple in separate attacks.

Two suicide car bombs exploded
outside the Interior Ministry in east-
ern Baghdad on Thursday, killing at
least two policemen and wounding
five others, police Maj. Jabar Hassan
said. Officials at nearby al-Kindi hospi-
tal said 15 people were injured in the
blasts, part of the relentless wave of vi-
olence since the Jan. 30 elections.

Another car bomb targeting a police
convoy exploded in Bagouba, 35 miles
northeast of the capital, killing one
Iragi policeman and a civilian, the
U.S. military said. Six police and 10
other civilians were also wounded.

Amid the violence, interim Prime
Minister Ayad Allawi extended the
state of emergency, first announced
nearly four months ago, for another 30
days until the end of March. The order
remains in effect throughout the coun-
try, except in northern Kurdish-run
areas.

The emergency decree includes a
nighttime curfew and gives the gov-
ernment extra powers to make arrests
without warrants and launch police
and military operations when it deems
necessary.

The latest reported American
deaths brought the toll to 1,502 since
the United States launched the war in
Iraq in March 2003, according to the
AP count.

The military said two U.S. troops
died Wednesday in Baghdad of inju-
ries suffered when a roadside bomb
struck their vehicle.

Another soldier was killed the same
day in Babil province, part of an area
known as the “Triangle of Death” be-
cause of the frequency of insurgent at-
tacks on U.S. and Iraqi forces.

The car bombers in Baghdad were
trailing a police convoy that was try-
ing to enter the Interior Ministry, Has-
san said. Iraqi security forces opened
fire on the vehicles and disabled them
before they could arrive at a main

C

checkpoint, said  Col.  Adnan
Abdul-Rahman, an Interior Ministry
spokesman

Iraqi forces also killed one Iragi
man during clashes with gunmen in
the northern city of Mosul, army Capt.
Sabah Yassin said.

Two soldiers were injured.

Also in the north, insurgents blew
up a gas pipeline that links Kirkuk to
Dibis, about 20 miles away, said Col.
Nozad Mohammad, a state oil security
official in Kirkuk.

Talks aimed at forging a new coali-
tion government faltered Wednesday
over Kurdish demands for more land
and concerns that the dominant Shiite
alliance seeks to establish an Islamic
state, delaying the planned first meet-
ing of parliament.
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‘You just feel like you're helping soldiers’

Small factory known for making salad bars now constructs armor bound for Iraq

land.

THE WASHINGTON POST/LATWP
John Credeur works with a tungsten inert gas welder to
join pieces of a windshield retaining armor, for vehicles in
Iraq, at the American Metal Fabricators factory in Mary-

BY AMIT R. PALEY
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — For a half-centu-
1y, the clangorous machines at Ameri-
can Metal Fabricators have churned
out stainless-steel salad bars and rotis-
serie-chicken display cases for gro-
cery stores and university cafeterias.

Last year, how-
ever, the fami-
ly-owned factory
near the Chesa-
peake Bay took

&k These people are
depending on this

increased workload, they did so know-
ing that every piece of metal they
sliced and welded could make a
life-or-death difference. Reports of un-
dersupplied soldiers scrounging for
scrap metal to cover their vehicles

added to the gravity of the task.
“These people are depending on
this to be strong and dependable. 've
ot to make sure it
is,” said John Cre-
deur, 20, before fo-
s {0 cusing his blow-
torch on the pieces

onanew missixfm: be strong and of iron he was weld-
vehicle armor for i i
the US. military.  dependable. 've got M8 logether into

To meet the de-
mand for equip-
ment in Iraq, the
Pentagon increas-
ingly has turned
to what it calls
“nontraditional”
vendors, with little or no defense expe-
rience. The military said it does not
keep figures, but Paul Kern, who re-
tired last month as commanding gener-
al of Army Materiel Command, esti-
mated it has used thousands of such
firms in the past two years.

“I guess everybody who does war
work has got more than they can han-
dle,” said James Phillip Poole, presi-
denl nf Amencan Metal Fabricators

e Frederick, Md., about 40
mlles %oulheast of here.

The stakes were particularly high
for his 100 employees when
added armor to their regular line of
food service equipment in Februa
2004. Not only did they face a sharply

to make sure it is. 99

“It makes me
feel like I'm part of
John Credeur something. To see
welder, American that my hard work
Metal Fabricators ~ iS  helping  our
troops, it makes me

feel good.”

The company, founded by Poole’s
father in 1946 in his basement, had
$10 million in sales last year. It made
salad bars and other food equipment.

That was before a military supplier
asked Poole whether he could also pro-
duce 2,000 sets of steel armor plates
to frame 170-pound bulletproof wind-
shields for the Army’s Humvees.
‘Workers were excited, though a bit
perplexed.

“We were astonished that we got
it,” foreman Tony Hardesty, 38, said.
“We’ve never done black ironwork be-
fore. We were like, man, we're doing
Hummers!”

First, they had to figure out how to

design the armor. The Army sent no
blueprints, just the hulking front of a
Humvee (for reference) and formida-
ble technical specifications: The
armor, for example, had to be strong
enough to hold the windshield onto
the Humvee frame even if the vehicle
hit an eight-inch curb at 80 mph.

“We were just going completely
fresh,” said Glen Knott, who spent
three 11-hour days on a computer de-
sign program to find a way for the
company’s machines to bend and
punch sheets of metal into windshield
frames.

Military tests revealed a problem
with the initial design: Rounds from
an M-14 could pierce the two quar-
ter-inch-thick plates of armor be-
tween panes of the wmdshleld So
Poole added a third shee

The military contract ' created an
overwhelmmg amount of work, com-
ing during an already busy spring.
The Pentagon often allowed only six
weeks to fill complicated orders, caus-
ing some workers to put in 12-hour
shifts and work weekends.

“We were busy as hell,” said Poole,
who sometimes woke at 2 a.m. to get
the work done.

As they finished the first order, new
requests poured in. The firm has pro-
duced more than 8,000 sets of ar-
mored windshield frames.

It's been easy to get employees to
meet the production targets, Poole
said.

“You just feel like you're helping sol-
diers,” Hardesty said.
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Exhibit gives faces to GIs killed in Iraq

BY WILLIAM KATES
The Associated Press

SYRACUSE, N.Y. — It’s hard
to forget the face of a fallen sol-
dier. Imagine the impression cre-
ated by 1,483 of them.

Portraits of American service-
men and women killed in Iraq go
on display Thursday on a 200-foot
stretch of wall in Syracuse Uni-
versity’s Shaffer Art Building.
The 5-by-7-inch images will stay
up until April 1.

“Its a_powerful sight to take

” said Syracuse University pro-
fessor Stephen Zaima, who teach-
es painting. “It’s not about the art-
ists or their styles. It’s not about
the war or politics. It's about
these people who have given their

The exhibition, “To Never For-
get: Faces of the Fallen,” builds
on the work done last year by stu-
dents and faculty at The College
of Marin in California, who pro-
duced 1,109 portraits.

The 374 others — done using
pencil, ink, oils, watercolors,
prints, even computers — were
created by students, faculty and
staff members at Syracuse as
well as local artists. The portraits
are of soldiers who were killed up
to Feb. 19.

As of Thursday, at least 1,502
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning of

Kristin ino, a Syracuse
paints a portrait of U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Joeph E. Rodriguez of Fort
Hood, Texas, on Thursday. SU students, faculty and community mem-
bers added 350 portraits of soldiers killed in Iraq to an already existing
exhibition of about 1,100 from the College of Marin, in California.

design senior,

the Iraq war in March 2003, ac-
cording to an Associated Press
count.

Zaima painted 1st Lt. Adam
Malson, 23, of Rochester Hills,
Mich., who died Feb. 19. “Sitting
there eye to eye, you get a connec-
tion,” he said. “You get to know
them a little bit.”

The artists based their work

mainly on newspaper and Inter-
net photographs of the soldiers.
Some were given additional per-
sonal information.

The portraits will eventually be
sent to the soldiers’ families.

“T'd be proud to give these to
their families,” said Jennifer
Schiffman, a senior from Buffalo
Grove, Il
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‘We’re on a constant hunt for bin Laden’

But U.S. desire to bring terrorist
to justice may outstrip resources

BY KATHERINE SHRADER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Osama bin
Laden remains Public Enemy No.
1, but recent developments raise
questions about the ability of U.S.
forces to track down the elusive
terrorist and the resources dedi-
cated to the hunt more than three
years after the Sept. 11, 2001, at-
tacks.

Fresh reminders of the unsuc-
cessful search come as intelli-
gence officials indicated this
week that bin Laden has been in
contact with Abu Musab al-Zar-
gawi, the top al-Qaida figure in
Iraq, enlisting his help in plan-
ning attacks inside the United
States.

In a rare mention of his name
Thursday, President Bush said
bin Laden hopes to attack again
on U.S. soil and “stopping him is
Lhe greatest challenge of our

day.”

“We're on a constant hunt for
bin Laden,” Bush said at a ceremo-
nial swearing-in for Homeland Se-
curity Secretary Mike Chertoff.

Current and former govern-
ment officials say there is no
doubt that the Bush administra-
tion wants bin Laden “dead or
alive,” as the president said short-
ly after Sept. 11. But skills and dol-
lars may fall short of desire.

Army Gen. John Abizaid, chief

of U.S. Central Command, told
the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee this week that bin Laden
and the al-Qaida senior leader-
ship have been “our priority tar-
get” since Sept. 11 but added,
“It’s important for all of us to
know that military forces do best
in attacking the network as op-
posed to looking for a specific per-
on.”

U.S. personnel including CIA
paramilitary, contractors and
some of the military’s highly
trained special forces have been
on the hunt. In a recent report,
the Congressional Research Ser-
vice said 18,000 U.S. forces re-
main in Afghanistan, running
down al-Qaida and Taliban,
joined by thousands of Pakistani
forces and agents.

Yet a former intelligence offi-
cial, speaking on condition of ano-
nymity, wondered about recent
decisions on U.S. resources. The
official said intelligence and mili-
tary assets were moved from Af-
ghanistan to Iraq for the Jan. 30
elections there, and it's unclear
whether they went back.

Since the late 1990s, the govern-
ment has debated how best to get
the terror leader and what his cap-
ture is worth. In the 2001 Patriot
Act, lawmakers authorized the
State Department, through its Re-
wards for Justice Program, to pay
more than $5 million.

The long search for Osama bin Laden
Even before the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks on the World Trade Center
and the Pentagon, the U.S. government was offering a reward for
information leading to the capture of al-Qaida founder and Saudi exile
Osama bin Laden — wanted in connection with other U.S. attacks.

Confirmed or suspected al-Qaida attacks before Sept. 11

1992 - Claimed responsi-
bilty for a hotel bombing
in Yemen where 100 U.S.
military personnel were

awaiting deployment; no
one was killed

Matchbook with U.S.

February
1993 — Mount-
ing evidence
suggests in-
volvement in
first bombing
of the World
Trade Center
in New York

reward information from Peshawar,

October 1993
Claimed responsibility

for arming Somalis who
battled U.S. forces there,
killng 18 special opera-

tions personnel
-

August 1998  October
Allegedly re- 2000
sponsible for ~ Attacked
bombings of  USS Cole in
U.S. embas-  asuicide
siesinKenya bombing that
and Tanzania  killed 17
that killed sailors in
about300  Yemen

Pakistan, near the Afghanistan border in 2000

GOP wants to
add war funds

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — House
Republicans want to add about
$1.8 billion for armored vehi-
cles and other defense needs
to President Bush’s request
for the conflicts in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan and other opera-
tions abroad, figures obtained
by The Associated Press show.

They also want to pare about
half the $4 billion he proposed
for Afghan rebuilding, aid to
other allies and for State De-
partment expenditures, con-
gressional aides say.

GOP leaders of the House
Appropriations  Committee
planned to release their ver-
sion of the war package on
Thursday. An aide, who like
others spoke only on condition

of

Sources: State Department Rewards for Justice; Congressional Research Service AP

In November, Congress autho-
rized increasing the reward for in-
formation leading to bin Laden’s
Killing or capture to $50 million.
But Secretary of State Condoleez-
za Rice hasn’t boosted the reward.

Rep. Mark Kirk, R-IIL, who
was behind the most recent re-
wards legislation, said the depart-
ment is moving fast — “for the
normal speed limit at the State
Department” — in its consider-
ation of the November legislation.

Kirk applauded other efforts
under way, including a recent
television, newspaper and radio
campaign in four languages to re-
mind Pakistanis about the re-
ward. He was responsible for this
legislation too.

Kirk advises patience. On a trip
to Pakistan in January, when
newspaper ads were running, he
said U.S. officials were getting a
dozen tips a day on al-Qaida’s
leadership — up from zero.

said
its overall price tag would be
just below Bush’s $81.9 billion
proposal.

The bill is expected to also
include aid to Indian
countries recovering from the
December tsunami.

The House changes reflect a
bipartisan desire to be gener-
ous to US. troops serving
abroad, despite concerns law-
makers had with parts of
Bush’s proposal.

BY VERENA
VON DERSCHAU

The Associated Press

ANGERS, France — Sixty-six
people were accused of partici-
pating in a pedophilia ring in
which children and babies were
prostituted for food and small
sums of money Thursday as one
of France’s biggest trials got
under way.

Prosecutors contend that doz-
ens of children — ages 6 months
to 14 years — were raped by
their parents or offered to other
adults for sex from 1999 to 2002.

Some of the 45 victims, who
are now in the care of social ser-
vices, were expected to testify
by closed-circuit television. The
children will not appear in
court.

Authorities were offering psy-
chological counseling to the ju-
rors and six judges to help them
cope with sordid testimony of
child abuse and gang rape ex-
pected during the about
four-month trial, to be held in a
specially built courtroom in An-
gers.

66 people accused of
pedophilia in France

Many of the defendants are
from low-income households in
the working class Saint-Le-
onard neighborhood of Angers,
and some were themselves re-
portedly abused as children.

Three couples at the center of
the prostitution ring lured their
children and those of their rela-
tives “to play doctor” with the
adults, the newspaper Le
Monde reported. One young girl
was allegedly raped 45 times.

Defense lawyers planned to
argue that government social
workers, who were monitoring
many of the suspects, failed in

Cleric gets 2'4 years in Bali bombings

BY CHRIS BRUMMITT
The Associated Press

JAKARTA, Indonesia— The al-
leged leader of a militant Islamic
group was sentenced Thursday to
2¥a years in prison for conspiracy
in the 2002 Bali nightclub bomb-
ings that killed 202 people but
was cleared of more serious
charges. The United States and
Australia criticized the sentence.

A five-judge panel cleared Abu
Bakar Bashir of allegations that
as head of the al-Qaida-linked Je-
maah Islamiyah group he
planned the 2003 suicide bomb-
ing of the J.W. Marriott hotel in
Jakarta that killed 12 people and
that he incited his followers to

their rturned a
blind eye to signs of abuse.
Some of the defendants cited in
the 420-page legal filing are illit-
erate and don’t fully understand
the charges against them, law-
yers said.

Thirty-nine people face up to
30 years in prison if convicted of
raping minors under age 15 and
on prostitution charges. Other
suspects face up 10 years be-
hind bars if convicted of sexual
violence against minors and fail-
ure to denounce crimes.

launch terrorist attacks.
The
y 1d
preacher could

be released from
prison by late
2006 with time al-
ready served in
prison taken into
account.

Bashir had
faced a maximum
penalty of death
over the Marriott

charge, but

analysts had predicted his punish-
ment would be far less — partly
due to a weak case by prosecu-

&k ’'m being
oppressed by
people from
abroad and at
home.??

Abu Bakar Bashir
after being sentenced

tors. During the five-month trial,
only one witness directly testified
that Bashir

headed Je- [

maah Is-
lamiyah, the

group
blamed in
both attacks.

“I'm being
oppressed by
people from
abroad and
at  home,”
Bashir  said -
after the ver- Bashir
dict, surrounded by hundreds of
cheering supporters. “They con-
sider Islamic law to be a shackle
and are slaves to immoral behav-
ior. Allah, open their hearts or de-
stroy them.”

“Smash Ame
ca and its. lde-
eys,” shouted one
supporter.

Both sides said
they would consid-
er appealing the
verdict, with Bash-
ir's lawyers call-
ing the sentence
politically motivat-
ed. Bashir and his
supporters have repeatedly
claimed that Jakarta was under
pressure from the United States
to find him guilty.

The United States and Austra-
lia, which lost seven and 88 citi-
zens respectively in the attack on
Bali tourist nightclubs, consider
Bashir the spiritual leader of Je-
maah Islamiyah and were hoping
for a lengthy prison term to deter
terrorism in the world’s most pop-
ulous Muslim nation.

“We respect the independence
and judgment of the Indonesian
courts,” U.S. Embassy spokes-
man Max Kwak said. “But given
the gravity of the charges on
which he was convicted, we are
disappointed at the length of the
sentence.”

“We’d have liked a longer sen-
tence,” Australian Foreign Minis-
ter Alexander Downer said.

Intelligence officials say Je-
maah Islamiyah has cells across
Southeast Asia where it is be-
lieved to be seeking a pan-Islamic
state. Alleged members jailed
without trial in Malaysia are ac-
cused of helping two of the Sept.
11, 2001, hijackers during a visit
to that country in 2000.

Before that attack, Bashir was
chiefly known for his campaign to
install an Islamic-based govern-
ment in Indonesia and his criti
cism of U.S. policy toward Mus-
lim countries. He has little active
support in Indonesia, where
hard-line religious interpreta-
tions are unpopular.
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Jenkins applies for U.S. passport

The Associated Press

TOKYO — Charles Robert Jen-
kins, who spent nearly 40 years in
North Korea after abandoning his
U.S. Army unit in 1965, visited
the U.S. Embassy in Tokyo on
Thursday to apply for an Ameri-
can passport.

Jenkins, something of a celebri-
ty in Japan, was hustled into the
embassy compound in a bus with
tinted windows. Embassy offi-
cials refused to comment because
of privacy laws, but officials in his
Japanese wife’s hometown said

earlier he would make the visit to
apply for a
passport.

The

ser-
geant served
25 days in an
American
military jail
last year for
abandoning
his Us.
Army post in
South Korea in January 1965 and
fleeing to the North. Since then,

Jenkins

he has been living in his wife’s
hometown of Mano, on the north-
ern Japan island of Sado.

Jenkins, 64 and frail, has said
he has no plans to return perma-
nently to the United States but
would like to visit his home in
North Carolina with his wife, Hito-
mi Soga, and their two North Ko-
rean-born daughters.

Soga was kidnapped by North
Korean agents when she was a 19-
year-old student and taken to the
isolated communist state in 1978.

She married Jenkins soon after-
ward but was only allowed to re-

turn to Japan in 2002 when North
Korea reversed years of denial
and admitted it had kidnapped 13
Japanese in the 1970s and 1980s.

Jenkins and their daughters
left North Korea and joined Soga
last July.

Last month, he told reporters
that he wants to see his 91-
year-old mother as soon as possi-
ble. She lives in a nursing home
in Roanoke Rapids, N.C.

Embassy officials said it nor-
mally takes three to four weeks to
process a passport application.

Fans not
allowed
access to
Fischer

BY AUDREY MCAVOY

The Associated Press

TOKYO — Bobby Fischer’s
supporters said they were
wrongfully denied access to
the former chess champion in
Japanese immigration deten-
tion this week, and were wor-

Anti-Syrian
sentiment
on the rise

BY BASSEM MROUE
The Associated Press

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Syrian
taxi driver Mohammed Toja has
been ferrying passengers be-
tween Beirut and Damascus for
12 years. But he is reconsidering
working here amid the soaring
anti-Syrian sentiment that’s fol-
lowed last month’s assassination
of Lebanon’s former prime minis-
ter.

Two days after a massive bomb
killed Rafik Hariri and 17 others
in Beirut, Toja’s Dodge — its
bright yellow color marking it as
a Syrian taxi — was damaged
when people on an overpass
dropped a motorcycle battery
onto it.

And during a recent breakfast,
angry young men warned him to
leave the neighborhood or his car
would be attacked again.

“If things continue this way, I
probably will stop coming to Leba-
non,” said the 38-year-old, stand-
ing with fellow Syrian drivers
near Charles Helou Station,
Beirut’s main stop for taxis driv-
ing between Lebanon, Syria and
Jordan.

Toja is like hundreds of thou-
sands of Syrian workers — main-
ly farmers and construction work-
ers — lured to Lebanon by the
promise of higher pay. But their
numbers have noticeably dwin-

AP

Syrian workers load their bags into a bus before heading back to their country on Tuesday. Since last
month's assassination of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri, thousands of Syrian have workers left
the country after some of them were attacked by Lebanese.

dled since some have become tar-
gets after Hariri’s death, which
many Lebanese blame on Syria
and their own country’s pro-Dam-
ascus authorities.

Despite official Syrian and Leb-
anese denials, anti-Syrian senti-
ment has reached fever pitch
throughout this country. Massive
anti-Syrian ~ protests  brought
down Lebanon’s pro-Damsacus
government and calls are intensi-
fying for the withdrawal of Syr-

ia’s 15,000 troops based here.

A day after Hariri’s Feb. 14 as-
sassination, dozens of supporters
clashed with Syrian workers in
his southern hometown of Sidon,
slightly injuring five Syrians. In
the northern town of Minye, 23
tents housing dozens of Syrian la-
borers were burned, although the
cause was unclear.

Many Syrian workers quit,
packed up and headed home. In
western Beirut's Cola and Barbir

neighborhoods, where hundreds
of Syrian workers once waited to
be hired for temporary work,
only about a dozen appeared re-
cently.

Fearful of anti-Syrian recrimi-
nations, Lebanese opposition lead-
ers urged protesters not to attack
Syrian workers following demon-
strations that led to the resigna-
tion of Prime Minister Omar
Karami’s pro-Damascus Cabinet.

Group: Pastor dies while aiding defectors

Korean-American preacher drowned in effort to help North Koreans reach the South

The Associated Press

SEOUL — A Korean-American
pastor drowned in a river while
trying to help a group of North Ko-
reans defect to the South, a civic
group claimed Thursday.

swift current swept away
62-year-old Jeffrey Bahk, also
known as Joon-jae, as he tried to
swim across the Mekong River
from Myanmar to Laos with six
North Korean defectors on Jan. 2,
said Chun Ki-won, director of
Durihana Mission, a Seoul-based
missionary group that helps
Northern defectors.

The six defectors were passing
through China, Laos and Myan-
‘mar on their way to South Korea,
where they wanted to seek asy-
lum, Chun said.

He said they had been detained
in Myanmar for illegal entry and
had sent him letters repomng
that they saw Bahk drown in the
river.

The six are now in Seoul, Chun
said. The Foreign Ministry de-
clined to confirm if they had en-
tered South Korea.

Bahk, of Atlanta, Ga., had been

working with Durihana Mission
and had accompanied the six de-
fectors from Yanji in China’s Jilin
province after they fled their
home country in November,
Chun said.

In recent years, North Korean
defectors have traveled through
China to countries such as Myan-
mar and Laos — then to Thailand
or other countries they hope will
sympathize with their plight — be-
fore arriving in South Korea.

Those caught by Chinese au-
thorities are often sent home,

where they can expect harsh pun-
ishment.

Last month, a Seoul-based civic
group alleged North Korea had
executed 70 defectors, who had
been captured in China, to dis-
courage others from fleeing the
communist country.

Nearly 1,900 Nonh Koreans de-
fected to the South last year — an
increase of nearly 50 percent
from the year before — to escape
hunger and political repression in
their homeland.

The inter-Korean border re-
mains sealed and heavily guard-
ed after the 1950-53 Korean War.

ried abnul his health and
11-be L a said
Thursday.

‘Washington has been seek-
ing Fischer, 61, for more than
a decade on charges of violat-
ing international _sanctions
against the former Yugoslavia
by play-
ing chess
there in

passport,
and Japan has ordered him de-
ported to the United States.

“We'd like to know the
health and safety of Mr. Fis-
cher,” said John Bosnitch of
the Committee to Free Bobby
Fischer after supporters from
Iceland were refused access to
the chess great at a detention
center outside Tokyo on
‘Wednesday and Thursday.

Authorities cited “safety rea-
sons” for their decision, he
said.

Fischer’s lawyer, Miyoko
Watai, visited him and spoke
to him by phone Tuesday, but
hasn’t had contact since, Bos-
nitch said, adding that support-
ers would try to see him again
on Friday.

Testsuya Shishido, a spokes-
man for East Japan Detention
Immigration Detention Cen-
ter, where Fischer is being
held, refused to comment on in-
mate visits. He said center
rules prohibited him from
even saying whether Fischer

as there.

Icelandic immigration au-
thorities last month agreed to
grant Fischer a special pass-
port for foreigners that would
allow him to travel to Western
Europe, but rejected support-
ers’ request that he be award-
ed citizenship.

His lawyers initially fought
the deportation order — whicl
Fischer claims is politically
motivated. But after Iceland’s
decision, they petitioned a Jap-
anese court to free Fischer and
let him go to Iceland — instead
of the United States. The case
is pending.




L] .

STARS AND STRIPES

Saturday, March 5, 2005

LATWP photos.
Teacher Yuko Taguchi works with 8-year-olds Mayu Kusanagi, Chika Suzuki, Tatsuya Wakamatsu, The three
are the only second-grade students at Kami Hinokinai Elementary, which is scheduled to close in 2007 due
to alack of children. Japan's low birthrate has led to a dearth of children, the closing of many schools and a
shrinking population.

‘Children are vanishing’

Japan’s low birth rate leading to economic worries

BY ANTHONY FAIOLA
Washington Post Foreign Service

NISHIKI, Japan — When Kami
Hinokinai Junior High opened
half a century ago in this pictur-
esque northern village, Fukuyo
Suzuki, then a young mother, re-
members joining other parents
on a warm May afternoon to plant
pink azaleas in the schoolyard.

The azaleas are still here,
though bare in the winter snow
and, like the new occupants of the
school, more fragile than they
once were. In a nation grappling
with a record low birthrate and
the world’s longest average life
span, Suzuki, 77, is spending the
daytime hours of her twilight
years back in the halls of her
son’s old school.

The junior high, which ceased
operation six years ago because
of a shortage of children, now
houses a community center for
the elderly.

“I never imagined this school
would close and that I would be
back here myself,” said Suzuki, a
farmer’s widow who lives with
her 52-year-old son. Like one out
of four men in Nishiki, her son re-
mains single and childless. “Now,
1 hear our elementary school is
going to close, too,” she said. “It’s
so sad for us. Children are vanish-
ing from our lives.”

The change at the junior high
in this shrinking village of 5,924 is
an example of what analysts de-
scribe as Japan’s greatest nation-
al problem: a combination baby
bust and senior citizen boom. In-
deed, next year Nishiki is set to
pay the highest price for its
shrinking population: Unable to
sustain its annual budget, it will
join a growing list of Japanese
towns that have officially ceased
to exist and have merged with a
neighboring city.

In the aftermath of World War
11, the rush to build a modern

Fukuyo Suzuki, 77, spends her
days in her son's former junior
high school in the village of Nishi-
ki, which closed six years ago and
recently has been turned into a
day care center for the elderly.
She says she misses the voices of
children in her village.

economy sparked migration from
rural towns such as Nishiki to Ja-
pan’s urban centers. But officials
say the lure of the big city is no
longer the key factor driving de-
population. For at least the past
decade, the leading cause of the
town’s shrinking population base
has been a disturbingly low birth-
rate.

Last year, 42 babies were born
in Nishiki, the lowest number
since the town was incorporated
in the 1950s, while 75 villagers
died, according to local statistics.
Nishiki's plight, analysts said,
could be an omen of Japan’s fu-
ture.

The national child shortage,
even as the population ages, is

raising fears about Japan’s
long-term ability to maintain its
status as the world’s second-larg-
est economy after the United
States. With more Japanese choos-
ing to remain single and forgoing
parenthood, the population of al-
‘most 128 million is expected to de-
crease next year, then plunge to
about 126 million by 2015 and
about 101 million by 2050.

Many people are asking: Will
there be enough Japanese left to
participate in the economy in the
years to come? “A nation requires
a certain scale in the population
to continue its momentum, but in
Japan, we are confronting a seri-
ous combination of a low birth-
rate and an aging nation,” said
Kota Murase, a deputy director at
Japan’s Education Ministry.

“Our pension system is already
being tested to its limits. And with
fewer young people in society, the
question is: How are we going to
sustain the elderly and the na-
tion’s future? We don’t have a
clear answer yet.”

The list of solutions is short and
complicated. The most obvious —
opening Japan to more immigra-
tion — is enormously controver-
sial in a society that is 98.8 per-
cent ethnically homogeneous
and, in many respects, still mark-
edly xenophobic.

‘When Japan’s economic bubble
burst in 1990, Japanese compa-
nies seeking less expensive alter-
natives to men began hiring
women for contract and part-time
jobs. Gender roles have changed
as a result. With increasing finan-
cial independence, more women
are avoiding marriage. According
toa poll released this week by Ja-
pan’s Yomiuri newspaper, seven
out of 10 single Japanese women
say they have no desire to be-
come wives — a role that in Japan
still largely means staying home
and raising children.

Special correspondent Sachiko
Sakamaki contributed to this report.

‘Little Black Sambo’
to be revived in Japan

Some criticize children’s book as raci

The Yomiuri Shimbun

TOKYO — The former best-sell-
ing translated children’s book
“Chibikuro Sambo” (“Little Black
Sambo”), which went out of print
because of criticism it had racist
content, will be republished next
month, The Yomiuri Shimbun
learned Wednesday.

The original Japanese transla-
tion was published by Iwanami
Shoten, but this time Zuiunsha in
Tokyo will revive the book. Zuiun-
sha has already received orders
for the book from bookstores.

The original stories of “Little
Black Sambo” were written by
Helen Bannerman in Britain at
the end of the 19th century.

The most popular of the stories
in Japan involved the main char-
acter, Sambo, using his wits to es-
cape a tiger attack.

In Japan, scores of translations
were published, but the most pop-
ular one was the Iwanami Shoten
version illustrated by Frank
Dobias and translated by Natsuya
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Mitsuyoshi, which sold out in
1953. More than 1 million copies
were sold.

But in 1988, citizen groups
began criticizing the book’s con-
tent as discriminatory against
black people. Publishing houses
decided to stop printing the book.

On the other hand, some said
the decision to stop publication
was too hasty. For example, poet
Shuntaro Tanikawa said, “Be-
cause of the power of the work, it
‘may be good to keep it as a materi-
al to think about discrimination.”

The issue was examined in
books and discussed in sympo-
siums. In 1999, Komichi Shobo
published an original edition that
used the author’s illustrations.

Zuiunsha President Tomio
Inoue said: “I don’t think the
book has discriminatory expres-
sions compared with other pic-
ture books. The illustrations in
Iwanami’s version were beautiful
and loved by many people. We
‘must hand it down to the next gen-
eration.”
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CONGRATULATIONS!

U.S. Navy Information Systems
Technician 1st Class Bill Cooper is the
Grand Prize Winner in the
StripesClub.com
"Win a Trip to Hong Kong"
Contest!

Congratulations to Bill and thank you to Kudos,
Japan's premier benefits program at www.jp-
kudos.com, for donating the prize from partner
Cathay Pacific www.cathaypacific.com

Be sure to visit www.StripesClub.com in the
future for more chances to win!
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Sir Richard Branson, left, and Peggy Fossett watch as Steve Fossett
lands the GlobalFlyer airplane Thursday in Salina, Kan.

Fossett sets record
with global solo flight

BY JOHN MILBURN
The Associated Press

Fossett, 60, already holds the
record for flying solo around the
globe in a balloon. He failed five
times before complet-

SALINA, Kan. — ionai
adventurer Steve Fossett on
Thursday became the first person
to fly around the world solo with-
out stopping or refueling — 67
hours and 23,000 miles after tak-
ing off in his spindly—looking, ex-
perimental jet.

“That was something I wanted
to do for a long time, a major am-
bition,” a jubilant Fossett said im-
mediately after emerging from
the custom-built GlobalFlyer.

An equally happy Sir Richard
Branson, the Virgin Atlantic
founder who financed the flight,
grabbed a bottle of champagne
from Fossett, shook it up, and
sprayed down his pilot and long-
time friend. Fossett then guzzled
from the bottle in celebration.

ing that flight, but needed just one
try to make the trip in a plane.
This latest adventure gives Fos-
sett yet another aviation record,
adding to the many he holds as a
balloonist, pilot and sailor.

But there was some doubt if
Fossett would make it back to Sali-
na. Fuel sensors in the cus-
tom-built plane’s 13 tanks dif-
fered from readings of how quick-
ly its single jet engine was burn-
ing fuel, forcing Fossett’s crew to
assume that 2,600 of the original
18,100 pounds of fuel “disap-
peared.”

It was unclear whether there
was an actual leak or just a prob-
lem with the sensors, Fossett’s
team said. He touched down in
Salina at 1:48 p.m.

NYPD: Grand Central sketch no threat

BY ToM HAYS
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — A drawing of
Grand Central Terminal found in
the home of a suspect in the
Madrid train bombings was “not
something that would indicate an
immediate threat,” Police Com-
missioner Ray Kelly said.

The crude sketch was “a very
basic schematic,” and was never
deemed cause for alarm, Kelly
said on Wednesday in response to
a report in the Spanish newspa-
per El Mundo.

The drawing and other data
were on a computer disk seized
about two weeks after the train
bombings in Madrid that killed

191 people on March 11, 2004, E1
Mundo reported. Spanish police
turned the disk over to U.S.
agents from the FBI and CIA in
December.

Kelly said the data also was
shared with the New York Police
Department’s  counterterrorism
division and city transit officials,
who concluded the sketch depict-
ed Grand Central.

The material also included pho-
tographs, and a drawing of a pri-
vate building in the city, which
Kelly refused to identify. But an
analysis found no indication of a
terrorism plot, and authorities
quickly decided there was no
need to alert the public, he said.

“We didn’t see it as a threaten-
ing piece of information,” he said.

Window washers rescued in Los Angeles

LOS ANGELES — Two window washers were rescued Thursday
through a 10th-floor window after their scaffolding collapsed, leaving
them dangling for about 40 minutes off a building in downtown Los An-

geles.

Neither was injured in the incident, which was broadcast throughout
the United States. Both workers had been wearing safety harnesses at-
tached to the roof of the 12-story building.

Firefighters broke a window and helped them through it.

From The Associated Press
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Year later, gays call marriages step forward

BY RUKMINI CALLIMACHI
The Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore. — Every
morning before she headed out
into the world, Evelyn Hall took
off her gold ring and placed it on
the kitchen counter. When she re-
turned at night, she slipped it
back on.

Last year, she put it on for good
when she married the woman
‘whom relatives had assumed was
her roommate, cracking open the
secret life the two had hidden for
46 years.

A total of 2,968 couples wed in

Oregon when the state’s most pop-
ulous county began issuing
same-sex marriage licenses a
year ago Thursday. Every one of
those marriages is now in legal
limbo — but gay couples say their
legally hazy unions are nonethe-
less a giant leap forward.

“It was like an out-of-slavery
experience. I know it sounds
crazy, but we were so closeted,”
said Mary Beth Brindley, 65, who
ran away from home to be with
Hall, now 66, when she was 19.
“It’s a total relief not to have to lie
anymore.”

Gay weddings swept the coun-

try from coast to coast starting in
San Francisco on Feb. 12, 2004,
when Mayor Gavin Newsom
flung open the city’s wedding reg-
istry to gay couples.

‘The movement jumped to Ore-
gon in March, then New Mexico
and New Paltz, N.Y. By May, thou-
sands of gay couples were on
their way to tying the knot in Mas-
sachusetts following a ruling by
the state’s highest court.

Then the backlash set in.

Last November, voters in Ore-
gon and 10 other states passed bal-
lot measures banning gay mar-
riage. Voters in two other states,

Missouri and Louisiana, banned
gay marriages in 2004.

In Oregon and in California,
lawsuits are wending their way
through the state’s legal machin-
ery to determine the legal status
of some 7,000 certificates issued
to gay couples in the two states.

And while an effort to pass a
federal ban on gay marriage
failed in the Senate last year, sup-
porters say they will try again in
the new Congress.

Opponents of gay marriage

They say gay couples are living
in a fantasy world, pretending to
be married when neither state nor
federal law has sanctioned their
unions. “They're basically lying to
themselves,” said Tim Nashif, polit-
ical director of the Oregon-| ‘based
Defense of Marriage Coalition,
which backed the ballot measure
here banning gay measure.

Gay advocates contend time is
on their side. “It’s a case of two
steps forward for every one step
back, which means we're still one
step ahead,” said Rebekah Kas-

point to these and other
to say they are winning the battle
over the definition of marriage.

sell, for Basic
Rights Oregon, the state’s leading
gay rights group.

Zippo upset by ban

PITTSBURGH — Zippo Manu-
facturing Co., which prides itself
onits classic brass-and-chrome bu-
tane lighters, says new air travel
security regulations could cut into
sales by as much as 30 percent.

‘The U.S. Transportation Securi-
ty Administration has announced
it will ban butane, electric and ab-
sorbed fuel lighters aboard all air-
craft and in areas behind airport
security gates beginning in April.

Such lighters already were
banned in checked baggage, but
passengers previously had been
allowed to have two lighters in
their carry-on luggage.

Zippo officials will meet with
U.S. officials later this month to
plead their case. Millions of the
metal, rectangular lighters are
bought on impulse at duty-free
shops and at vacation spots as me-
mentos.

Jackson trial video

SANTA MARIA, California —
Jurors in the Michael Jackson
case got their first look Thursday
at the singer’s master bedroom
suite where he allegedly molest-
ed a 13-year-old boy.

The panel was shown videotape
from a Nov. 18, 2003, raid of Jack-
son’s Neverland ranch that includ-
ed shots of his cluttered bedroom,
but none of the sexually explicit
magazines that Santa Barbara
County District Attorney Thomas
Sneddon has said were found in
the suite.

The video, shot by Sheriff’s De-
partment photographer Albert
Lafferty, showed a sparkling bed-
spread, pictures of Marilyn Mon-
roe and Shirley Temple, several
TVs and stacks of videos.

Ex-spy cannot sue CIA

WASHINGTON — A former
Cold War spy couple who defect-
ed to the United States lost their
bid to sue the CIA on Wednesday
in a Supreme Court case in which
they contended the agency re-
neged on a pledge of lifetime sup-
rt.

port.

The possibility that an espio-
nage relationship might be re-
vealed if a lawsuit proceeded was
unacceptable, Chief Justice Will-
iam Rehnquist said in a unani-
mous decision.

Former spies cannot sue to en-
force their contracts, the court
concluded, because of the secret
nature of their agreements.

From The Associated Press

States keep lid on mad cow investigations

BY JON SARCHE
The Associated Press

DENVER, Colo. — When
rumor hit the commodities trad-
ing floor in Chicago three years
ago that Kansas cattle had con-
tracted foot-and-mouth disease,
prices plummeted.

A rumor that lasted only a day
cost the beef industry an estimat-
ed $50 million and forced agricul-
ture officials to spend weeks as-
suring consumers that the food
supply was safe.

With this case and others like it
in mind, lawmakers across the
country are working on ways to
keep livestock disease investiga-
tions secret until absolutely neces-
sary. Proposals already have
passed in Idaho and Wyoming,
while lawmakers in Colorado,
Maryland and Utah are consider-
ing bills this spring.

In Wyoming, false reporting of
an animal disease outbreak is a
crime. “There’s just no reason to
get consumers riled up about
something that didn’t happen,”
said Mel Coleman Jr., whose fami-
ly founded Coleman Natural Prod-
ucts Inc., which sells beef from
ranches in Colorado and 12 other
states.

But Jean Halloran, director of
Consumers Union’s Consumer
Policy Institute in Yonkers, New
York, said there are good reasons
to fully disclose all information
about testing for animal diseases
— especially mad cow, the com-
mon name for bovine spongiform
encephalopathy, or BSE.

AP

A polled Hereford bull peers over the fence in the yards at the National
Western Stock Show and Rodeo in Denver. When rumor of a
foot-and-mouth disease outbreak among Kansas cattle hit the commodi-
ties trading floor in Chicago three years ago, prices plummeted.

Humans who eat BSE-contami-
nated tissue can contract a degen-
erative, fatal brain disorder
called variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob
Disease.

“In a disease as serious as this,
we have to have complete open-
ness and transparency,” she said.

However, Halloran also said
keeping information secret until
confirmation of an infection is an
understandable step to protect
the industry. That is somewhat
more restrictive_than how the
U.S. Agriculture Department has
handled public disclosure.

In December 2003, a few weeks
after a Holstein in Washington
state was screened for mad cow

disease, the government said the
animal had tested “presumptive
positive.” The government said a
few days later the results had
been confirmed in independent
testing.

No more cases of the disease
have been confirmed in the Unit-
ed States, though the government
announced three times last year
its preliminary rapid-test proce-
dures had provided inconclusive
results. That brought harsh criti-
cism from some ranchers.

“It’s real easy to get informa-
tion like a false positive out in pub-
lic. It’s real hard to get the infor-
mation that it was (proved nega-
tive) back out to the public,” said

Kathleen Kelly, who runs a ranch
in northwestern Colorado and is a
founder of R-CALF United Stock-
growers of America.

The preliminary tests for mad
cow and some other diseases are
designed to be conservative and
provide a false positive if there’s
uncertainty to prompt further,
more accurate testing, said Jim
Miller, director of policy and initi-
atives for the Colorado Agricul-
ture Department.

He said a bill moving through
the Colorado Legislature would
allow the state to keep secret that
there was a false positive result.
If asked, officials could say only
that an investigation is under
way.

But Jay Truitt, vice president
of government affairs for the Na-
tional Cattlemen’s Beef Associa-
tion, said it's nearly impossible to
conceal that an animal is being
tested for disease. The beef indus-
try has some 2 million workers.

“It’s a bad idea to try to hide
this information, based on the
fact we've yet to see one of these
cases conducted where there
aren’t leaks,” he said. “We think
that if somebody in the market-
place knows, everybody in the
marketplace should know.”

The group differs from
R-CALF, saying the government
should tell the public about pre-
liminary test results indicating
the possibility of disease — but
not reveal the identity and loca-
tion of the animal and its owners
until a positive result is con-
firmed.

Rapist denied parole after victims testify
S

The Associated Press

SUFFIELD, Connecticut — A
parole board Thursday rejected a
rapist’s bid to be released from
prison, sending the former jet-set
fugitive who lived in Europe back
to prison until 2008.

Alex Kelly, who was charged in
1986 with raping two teenagers
while he was a high school wres-
tling standout, was visibly angry
after the ruling and demanded of
the three-member board, “Why
do you come here?”

Board members said they were

moved by
the pleas of
Kelly's two
victims, Adri-
enne  Bak
and Hillary
Buchanan,
who sat to-
gether and
fought back
tears as they
described
Kelly’s
crimes.
“For 19 years, Adrienne and I

have been trying to get justice for

the brutal rapes this man commit-
ted against us,” Buchanan said.
“He left such an indelible mark
on my soul.”

Kelly, now 37, has spent eight
years in prison, which his victims
noted was slightly less time than
he lived in Europe as a fugitive.

“I wish there was some way I
could explain how sorry I am for
what I have done,” Kelly told the
board.

“I take full responsibility for
the things I have done. I have
caused a lot of pain to a lot of peo-
ple and I am sorry for that.”

The board peppered Kelly with
questions about his crimes, his
time in Europe and what he has
been doing in prison.

‘When asked why he raped his
victims, Kelly said he had been
under the belief that the world
owed him something.

“I know I'm not the center of
the world today,” he said.

Just before his trial was to
begin in 1987, Kelly fled the coun-
try. While in Europe, he spent
time skiing and mountain climb-
ing using money authorities say
his wealthy parents sent him.
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Coshy tells Enquirer his side of the story

BY NICOLE WEISENSEE EGAN
Knight Ridder

PHILADELPHIA — Bill Cosby has final-
ly broken his silence about drugging and
groping allegations levied against him by a
former Temple University employee.

And he did it an exclusive interview with
the National Enquirer, offering a vague,
sort-of apology to the 31-year-old Canadian

“Looking back on it, I realize that words
and actions can be misinterpreted by anoth-
er person, and unless you're a supreme
being, you can’t predict what another indi-
vidual will do,” Cosby said in an interview
with Enquirer Editor Barry Levine, in the
March 14 issue, which hits newsstands on

Whlle Cosby at first said he did not want

to speculate whether
the woman’s motive
was financial gain —
“I don’t want to go
there” — he all but
went there, anyway.

“I am not going to
give in to people who
try to exploit me be-
cause of my celebrity
status,” said Cosby,
67, who did not deny
that he had been the
woman’s mentor.

“Sometimes you try to help people and it
backfires on you and then they try to take
advantage of you,” Cosby said. “People can
soil you by taking advantage.

Although Cosby has been cleared of any
criminal charges, he said he was speaking

Cosby

out in anticipation of a civil suit the Canadi-
an woman is expected to file against him
shortly.

Cosby also commented on Tamara
Green, a 57-year-old California lawyer
who said Cosby had drugged and groped
her more than 30 years ago. She told her
story first to the Philadelphia Daily News.

“My problem is with some media and
how it appeared that Miss Green was al-
lowed to be a ‘wrecking ball,’” he told the
Enquirer, admitting that her allegations in-
tensified the scandal.

David Brokaw, Cosby’s publicist, con-
firmed that Cosby’s interview was legiti-
mate.

Dolores Troiani and Bebe Kivitz, the Ca-
nadian woman’s attorneys, issued a brief
statement.

“We are pleased that after Mr. Cosby’s
camp initially characterized our client’s al-
legations as bizarre and utterly proposter-
ous, he has acknowledged that it was his
conduct after all that formed the basis for
her allegations,” they said.

Cosby’s decision to speak to the super-
market tabloid, with which he has had a
contentious relationship over the years,
was unusual for a number of reasons. Five
years ago, he threatened a $250 million law-
suit against the Enquirer and demanded a
retraction of a story that claimed a
then-20-year-old actress had accused him
of sexual misconduct. Stuart Zakim, a
spokesman for the Enquirer, declined to
comment on whether Cosby had filed suit
or whether the tabloid had retracted its
story.

“The jobs 'm being asked to
do, the five hats that 1 wear,
are too much for this mortal,”
Goss said. “I'm a little amazed
at the workload.”

Goss praised Bush’s choice
for the new job of national intel-
ligence director, John Ne-
groponte. The career diplomat,
who is expected to be con-
firmed by the Senate, will take
over several of the duties cur-
rently assigned to Goss, includ-
ing the presidential briefing.

Goss, who has made few pub-
lic comments beyond congres-

the position of director of natior
him unclear on his future role.

with intelligence.

The Associated Press

SIMI VALLEY, California— In a rare public ap-
pearance, CIA Director Porter Goss said he is over-
whelmed by the many duties of his job, including
devoting five hours out of every day to prepare for
and deliver intelligence briefings to President

sional testimony, also said the legislation creating
left

CIA director Porter Goss
‘amazed’ by his workload

Despite the confusion, Goss praised Negropon-

te’s selection.

&k The intelligence
community is
going to be
strengthened and
unitied and more
effective than it
has ever been. ¥y

Porter Goss
CIA director

“T hold him in the very highest regard,” he said,
noting that the two attended Yale at the same time.
“The  intelligence community is going to be
strengthened and unified and more effective than

it has ever been.”

Goss’ remarks came during an
hourlong address at the Ronald
Reagan Presidential Library, be-
fore an audience of more than
200 that included former first
lady Nancy Reagan. Tickets to
the event were sold to the public
for $45.

Goss, a CIA clandestine officer
for 10 years who retired in 1972,
said it takes him five hours every
day to prepare and deliver the
president’s daily briefing, calling
Bush “a voracious consumer of
intelligence.”

Legislation signed by Bush in
December creates a national in-

telligence center and the powerful new position

“It’s got a huge amount of ambiguity in it,” he
said. “I don’t know by law what my direct relation-
ship is with John Negroponte,” Defense Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld or other top officials involved

is

for. He will oversee the

nation’s 15 separate intelligence agencies.

Goss will remain head of the CIA but under the
legislation loses his title as director of central intel-
ligence. He said his role under the overhauled sys-

tem will likely depend on Bush.

Charles tapes seized from recording engineer

BY GEOFF BOUCHER
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — A recording
engineer who worked for Ray
Charles for two decades and who
won four Grammys last month
for his work on the late singer’s
final album was arrested four
days later after police pried open
the door of his Burbank loft and
found 300 original master record-
ings that belonged to Charles.

Terry Howard, 48, was in custo-
dy Wednesday aﬂer his arrest
Feb. 17, but his attorney, Steve
Crom, said they would post bail
Thursday.

A judge reduced it from $1 mil-
lion to $100,000 this week.

“These are recordings that he
contractually and logically had
every right to have in his posses-
sion,” Crom said. A recording en-
gineer, he said, often works at
home.

Los Angeles Police Detective
Donald O. Hrycyk said the boxes
of recordings carted out of
Howard’s home — which consist-
ed of a bed, refrigerator and other
amenities in a commercial proper-
ty in a recording industry district
— were not digitally recorded
discs brought home for tinkering.

The detective said the stacks of
music included old reel-to-reel re-
cordings of Charles and other art-
ists whose work was stored in the
singer’s library.

“There were tapes that were
stored in  climate-controlled
rooms at Ray Charles Enterpris-
es, and they are so fragile that
they need to be heated to be
played or else they can be de-
stroyed,” Hrycyk said. “When we
got t